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bas anybody else. The member for Eatan-
ning (Mr, A, Thomson) said he regarded the
Bill as an honest effort at reform. Probably
he was gincere in that; but when he spoke of
local hogpitals I think he had in mind only
the hospitale of Perth and Fremantle. The
Bill cannot be beneficial to outback hospitals..
I agree with the member for Mount Magnet
(Hon. M. F. Troy) when he says we are mot
going to be on the same basis under the Bill
as we are at present. At least we have loeal
autonomy, have the right as subaseribers to
local hospitale to say who is to administer
those hospitals. The Bill will rob us of that
privilege, and so I cannot support it. Above
all things, I object to people whase children
are barefooted and ill-fed having to pay in-
creased taxation, Until the Government show
greater care and eeconomy, I cannot support
any measure of additional taxzation. I will
oppose the Bill.

Question put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 20
Noes 16
Majority for 4
AYESB,
Mr. Angelo Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Broun I Mr. Mouey
Mr. Carter i Mr. Pickering
Mr. Davies r  Mr. S8ampson
Mr. Durack Mr. Scaddan
Mr. George Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Gidaon Mr. Teesdala
Mr. Harrison Mr. A, Thomson
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Mann . Mr, Mullany
(Teller.)
NoEs,
Mr. Apgwin Mr. Marshall
Mr. Chessoh l Mr, MeCallum
Mr, Collier Mr. Troy
Mr. Corboy Mr. Underwood
Mr, Heron Mr, Walker
Mr. Hughes Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lambert j e wisen
Mr, Lutey I Mr. Munsle
(Telier.)
Pair: Aye—J. H, 8Smith; No—Mr.
O 'Loghlen. -
Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.
BILL—MINERS’ PHTHISIS.
Message.

Message received from the Lieutenant-

Governor, recommending the Bill.
Housze adjourned at 11.1 pm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 1.30
p-m. and read prayers.

PROCEDURE—QUESTION OR RETURN.

The MINISTER FOR EDTICATION (Hon.
H, P. Colebatch—East) [4.34]: With refer-
ence to the two questions appearing on to-
day’s Notice Paper in the name of Mr.
Harris, and with reference to other ques-
ticns of the same kind which have been
asked, I ddesire to say that while I have
always made a practice of supplying all the
information asked for by way of questiom,
1 would reguest hon. members to submit
motions for returns when returns are re-
quired. The two questions standing in the
name of Mr. Harris involve the preparation
of rcturns at some cost; and returns of
that nature should, I think, be called for on
the vote of the House and not merely by
way of question. However, the information
will be ready on Tuesday.

The PRESIDENT: You mean that there
ought to be a motion instead of a question?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Yes; a4 motion for a return. However, I do
nnt wish to delay the matter, and T am
having the information obtained.

RILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon. J.
Ewing in the Chair, the Minister for
Education in charge of the Bill.

New clause (partly considered):

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Just before the adjournment last night, T
moved 2 new clause reading as follows:—
“That the following be added to stand as
Clause 79:-—A gection is inserted in the
principal Aet, as follows:—104a. No
licensee shall supply to any person by the
glags liquor to be consnmed with water or
aerated water on the premises of the
licensee unless sueh liquor e supplied in a
glass capable of helding at least one and a-
querter gills. Penalty: £5' %7
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Hon. 6. W, MILES: I offer no opposition
to the elause, but T think it should not come
into operation immediately, since it will
mean the scrapping of about a quarter of
a million glasses in this State. It should
come into operation at a date which will
zliow people withk the smaller glasses a
chance to get rid of them,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : I
always offer the strongest objeetion to
passing legislation which will inflict hard-
ship on anybody, or make unlawful some-
thing that has previously been lawful. Bot
T am astonished that this most pernicioua
practice prevails to auch an extent as the
hon. member’s remarks suggest. It is only
of comparatively recent years that many
publicans have made a practice of tendering
to thelir customers a glass which certainly
they should never have been allowed to wse.
However, I am content tv get what I want
dome after the lapse of a little time.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: The new clause is
necessary, especially in view of Mr. Sed-
don’s new clause proposing to increase the
atrength of spirits.

Hon. G. W. MILES: T move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘licensee,’’ line 3, there be
inserted ‘‘after the first day of July,
1923,

Hon. .J. J. HOLMES: 1 am under the im-
pression that this new clause was dealt with
last right.

Hon. G. W. Miles: No,
gresa on it. )

Hon. 1. J. HOLMES: But the Minutes
say ‘‘Question put apnd passed.’’

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
According to my recollection, the Minutes
arc incorreet, My recollection is that just
afier T had moved this new clause, Mr.
Stewart asked me to report progress.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Minutes are
wrong.

Amendment on the new ¢lause pnt and
passed; new clause, as amended, agreed to.

New clause:

Hon. G. W, MILES: T move—
That the following be added to stand
as Clause 113:—‘On the recommendation
of the cbairman of the licensing courts,
the Minister may exempt from the pro-
visions of Section 149a and Section 165a
any registered club where the amount
paid or payable for all liquor (excluding
the duties thereon) purchased by or for
such elub during the 12 months ended on
the 31st day of December immediately
preceding did not exceed the amount of
members’ subscriptions received by the
cinb for sueh period.’’
This refers more particularly to golf clubs,
the members of which uaspally play omn
Sunday. Most golfers appreciate a glass of
beer or a whisky and soda after a walk
round the golf course.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
have a good deal of sympathy with this

We reported pro-
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poposal, but T see some diffienlty with re-
gard to differentiating in this manner. The
ceniention might be put up that where the
svbseription is large the consumption of
liguor will be large., Personally 1 consider
the restrictions against clubs altogetber too
severe, and I am prepared to vote for relax-
ing them. Clubs are on an altogether
different footing from hotels,

Hon. A. J. H. 8AW: This does not apply
to golf clubs only, I have received letters
from secretaries of other clubs, anch ae
yachting clubs, bowling clubs, and the like.
Provided it is made merely permissive, T see
no objection to the principle.

New clause put and passed.

Hon. H. SEDDON. I move—

That the following be inserted to stand
as Clause 10:—°10. (1.) Subsection (1)
of Section 32 of the principal Act is
amended by omitting the words ‘more than
thirty-five per ecentum of proof spirit,” and
inserting in place thereof ‘any higher per
centage of proof spirit than iz preseribed
by the food and drug regulations under
the Health Aet, 1911-1919; and’”’

In the Health Act 35 per eent. proof spirit
is provided for, but it is contended that owing
to the excessive quantity of aleohol in wines,
this should be kept down as far as possible.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
see no objection to the provision. The 35 per
cent. is preseribed in the Aet, and in the food
and drug regulations. If at any time under
the food and drug regulations it be con-
gidered desirable to Qecrease it, I do not
see why the Bill should stand in the way.

New clause put and passed.
Hon. H. SEDDON: I move—

That the following be inserted to stand
as Clanse 24B:—‘‘24B. Seection 61 of the
principall Act iz amended by adding to
paragraph {c) of subsection (1) the words
‘or officer of the Departmeat of FPublie
Health’; and by inserting after the word
‘repair’ in paragraph (d) of subsection
(2) the words “or are not in a sanitary
condition or are unsafe’ '’

These inspectors are continually going around
and insisting on public buildings being kept
up to the standard requirements. Seeing that
an hotel is & publie building, they could very
well inspeet it and bring under notiee any
defects which require to be remedied.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Ia
view of the closing paragraph of Section 61,
I do not see any necessity for this. We can-
not enumerate everything to which exception
might be taken.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: We should not
multiply these officers. Tt will lead to some
young officer aecepting responsibilities be-
yond hm.

New clauvse put and negatived.
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Hou. 11, SEDDOX: I move—

That the following be inserted to stand
as Ulause 84:—‘‘84. Section 114 of the
prineipal Act is amended by adding thereto
it subsection as follows:—* (2.) No licenvce
shall take, receive, or hold any money, bauk
uote, or bank cheque in payment for liquor
to be supplied otherwise than at the time
when such payment is made, and shall
tmmediately after the sale of any liquer
return to the purchaser the balanee (if
any) of the moncy, bank note, or bank
cheque remaining after payment for the
liquor supplied at the time.’’!

The clause is to deal with the evit of men
coming in from outhack with cheques and
banding them to the hotelkecper in payment
for liquer, the hotelkeeper withhkolding the
ehange. In remarkably short time, such men
are informed that they have used up their
cheques.

Hon. F. E, & Willmott: They do not lamb
down cliefues now.,

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: Our expericnce in Kal-
goorlie a few years ago showed that it was a
very seriovs evil. Men were coming in off
the Trans-line with cheques and depositing
them with the hotelkeepers. For a eonsider-
able time afterwards, those men were to be
seen dodging about the town in a state of
migery. as the result of this evil practiee.
It is far better that when a man pays down
hig cheque he shall receive back his change,
and be free to leave the premises while he is
still in possession of his senses,

Hon, Sir Edward WITTENOOM: 1 am
afraid the hon. member has had very little
experience of his subject. In my young days
I saw a good deal of the practice. Had not
the man with the cheque handed that cheque
to the hotelkeeper, he would have been drurnk
and robbed of the lot within six hours. Not
all hotelkeepers are rohbers, Aany are honest
men. I have known them take care of a
man’s money for weeks. To return to a
hushman the ehange out of a £30 cheque
would be woret thing that conld happen to
the -bushman. | am opposed to the new
clause.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: It is evident the hon.
member has not had much expericnee of the
world, especially amongst men outback who,
after working 12 months, ¢cume down to the
centres of population to have what they call
o good time. If at the first hotel such 2 man
was to receive his change ana go out into the
rtreet, he wmight there meet with a giddy
vounz hussy and lose the lot. The man who
deposits his cheque with the hotelkeeper for
safe custody is very wise. To say he shall
varry hix money about with him and take all
sorts of rigsks with it is to deprive him of a
valuable protection. T hope the new clanse
will not be earried.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not know that the amendment would do
what the lion. member intends. Tt would not
prevent anvone with 2 cheque giving it to
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the publican and saying, * ‘17ense put thut in
the safe for me.’” The publicau would not
then be holding it for liguor supplied. There
is nothing in the clause to prevent the pub-
liean lholding the cheque at the request of the
owner,

Hon. A. J. H. SBAW: The matter may ba
digenssed from three peints of view, the first
that of the unjust publican, the second the
man’'s friend or the so-ealled friend, and the
third, the artful hussy. Whichever of the
three will rid the man of his money in the
guickest way and with the least harm is the
jerson te be commended. I am in favour of
the unjust publican, and consequently will
oppose the amendment.

Hon. J. 7. HOLMES: There is the choice
of two evils, the publican or the man's friend
whu goes with him. TIn eases sueh as have
been quoted, the objeet of the individual is
to speml the money he has in the quickest
Jossille time, I know of an instance at the
Williams some time ago when a sandalwoed
cutter came to the town, and when he had
disposyd of all his money, as he thought, had
to be taken to the hospital. Then on leaving
the hospital he started te return to his work,
awl having proceeded a couple of miles out
of town, discovered half-a-erown in his pocket.
He promptly walked back to the Williams and
said, **1 eame in to spend all my money; I
have now returned to spend what is left.*’
He threw the half-crown in, and having spent
it went back to his work. Tf the publican
will not assist to rid a man of his money, the
man’'s friend undounbtedly will,

Houn, H. SEDDOXN: With the permission of
the Committee T will withdraw the amend-
ment.

Amendment hy leave withdrawn.
New clause:
Hon. H. SEDDON: T move—

That the following new clause be inserted
to stand as 119:— A subsection is added
to section 187 of the principal Act as fol-
lows:~-(3.) The name of any member of
@t ¢lub who shall not haeve jpaid his sub-
seription within one month of such snb-
#cription beeoming due, shall be erased by
tile secretary from the register of members
and he shall ceasc to be a member of the
¢lub, and it shall not he lawful to apply
the funds of the club to the payment of
any member’s subscription in arrear. Pen-
alty: Ten pounds.’’

AMany elubs have this provise, but it is possible
that there are cluhs which ave really clubs
only in name and they would retain on the
register names which had no right to he
there.

Hon. F. E. & WILLMOTT: This seems to
be- an extraordinary proposal to put into a
Bill. Just imazine a man who has been a
member of a club for a number of yeurs
having to go to the Kimberleys and remain-
ing away bevonil the time when his subserip-
tion world fall due. The hon. memher wounll
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have it that Leeanse that man was in arrears
with his subseription he should be cut off the
memtership roll,  Surely we can leave this
to tie clubs instend of trying to tinker with
it iu this fashion. If there are clubs that
ar  chjectionable, wipe them ont altogether.

Won. J. DUFFELL: Mr. Baglin could tell
us uw a proposal sneh as this would work
in wvegard to the Fremantle Workers' Club,
Suppuse the subseriptions of some of the
nenhers of that club had fallen into arrears
on a-rount of the unemployment of the mem-
her< of the ¢lub, those members would have
to «Jrop out. The proposal contained in the
ancndment will not work satisfactorily.

Hon. A. J. H, SAW: Tt has been well said
that the man who gets into most ¢lobs does
s0 only becanse he is not known. After he has
beci there for some time, if he should have
the misfortune to he struck off the roll through
lane- of memory, and failing to pay his gnb-
seription. there wounld be no hope for him
al o1l in the future,

Nowe oelnuse put and negatived.
Now vlause:
H oo HL SEDDOXN: T move—

That Seetion 184 of the principal Act
1w amended by striking out the words ‘' to-
acther with tle name and address of the
Ticeused person,”? ’

Section 184 provides that any sample of
liguor may be delivered to a publie analyst
tooether with the name and address of the
licensed person from whom the liquor was
takeir or purehssed. Tt is not desirable that
the name and address of the person from
whoin the liquor was obfained should be sub-
mitted to the analyst. The proper way would
be ta numbier the sample. Tt is possible that
the analyst may know the prerson from whom
the liquor wns taken and unless we had such
an amendment as T propose there would bhe
intradluced an undestrable element,

The CHATRMAYX: Tt would he bhetter if
thr amendment read, ¢‘Section 184 of the
principal Aet is amended by deleting the
following worda ‘together with the name and
address of the licensed person.’ !’

Tlon. 7. M. MACFARLANE: T support the
anr ndment in the interests of the analyst as
well as the person from whom the liquer may
be taken. We practise what the hon, member
desires to put into foree, in conncetion with
annlvare of milk or eream. When we arve
asked to conduct tests we prefer that the
analysts shall not know anything about the
¢ »ueotitors whose eream or milk is being
teste. When the tests are completed the
resalts are forwarded acrompanied by the
rumbter.  The girls who do this work know
nothing whatever about the names of the
penple interested.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: If the amendment be
carried, Seetion 184 will have to be redrafted.
T draw attention alse to Schedule 26 of the
Aet, which states that the anmalyst certifies
that he has reesived a sample from . and
in hrackets there appears ‘“name and address
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of person delivering the sample.”” So that
the anulyvst gets the sample, not from the
person from whom it was taken, but from
the person who delivers it. There is, how-
ever, i uood deal to be said in favour of the
amendment moved by the hon. member.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: If we delete from the
section the words suggested by the hon. mem-
bLer, it will remain without sense.

Hon. H, BTEWART: I support the amend-
ment, although it may be necessary to modify
it on the recommittal of the Bill. The prin-
ciple is right, and in the case of analyses in
connection with explosives, fertilisers and so
forth, enly the nnmbers and never the names
are submitted teo the analyst.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
stiggest to Mr. Seddon that it would be neces-
sary to insert some words, otherwise the
amendment would leave the section ineom-
plete. Assuming his argument to be right, 1
think he should ndd words sueh ns *'with an
identification number attached thereto.'’

Uon, H. SEDDOXN: T acrept the Minister's
suggestion, I will move to delete all words
after ‘‘analyst’’ in the seetion and add to
the cnd of my amendment the words ‘‘ with
a suitable identification nwrler by the
inspector.”’

Hon, A, LOVEKIXN: T do not think the
mere provision of a number would be suffi-
cient security for the licensee, If only a num-
ber is provided, the samples might be
changed, or even get mixed up. Under the
Health Aet, provision is made for the separa-
tion of samples, one being given to the an-
alyst, one retained by the inspeetor, and the
other furnished to the person from whom the
artiele to be analysed is taken.

Hon, H. Stewart: That conld easily he
overcome by the samples heing numbered,
suech as 3 (a), 3 (b)Y and 3 (e).

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The succeeding
seetion will have to be amended hecause the
analyst has to set forth the result of his
analysis and deliver without fee a copy to
the inspeetor or licensed person requiring it.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: The
section referred to covers the case of a sam-
ple handed to the analyvat by a liecnsee for
checking purposes.  If the Committee is
agreed on the prineciple, it wonld be as well
to agree to the amendment and we will know
what is desired. Tf the amendment rdoes not
deal with the matter properly, another new
elanse ean be framed when the Bill is re-
committed.

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: T do not think the
exjlanation of the Minister quite eovers the
point, herause Section 185 says that the puhb-
lie analyst shall set forth the result of his
analysis te the licensed person requiring it,

The Minister for Edueation: That refers to
the licensee’s sample for checking purposes.

Hon, J. A. GREIG: Tt would be simple
to get over the difficulty by striking out
‘‘name and address of *” and inserting *‘iden-
tification number representing.’’ The see-
tion would then read that ““any sample of
liguor taken or prehased as aforesaid may
he delivered to th~ publie annlyst. tngethe'r
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with the identification number representing
the licensed person from whom such liquer
was taken or purchased.?’

The CHAIRMAN: It will be better to get
the decision of the Committee on the new
clause as submitted by Mr. SBeddon, which
unow reads—

That a new clause be added as fol-
lowa:—<*Section 184 of the principal Act
is amended by striking out ‘together
with the name and address of the licensed
person from whom such liquor was taken
vr putchased,’ and inserting the words
‘with a snitable identification number by
the inmspeetor.” *’

New clanse put and passed.
New claunse:
tHion, H, STEWART: I move—

That a new clause be added as follaws:—
‘*Bection 18 of the principal Aet is herveby
repealed.’’

Under Section 18 it is provided that where
only two magistrates are present and they
disagrree, the decision of the Chairman or
Deputy Chairman shall prevail. Clause 7,
Sub¢lause 6, provides that in the ease of
only two licensing magistrates being present
and they disagree, the application or matter
shall be adjourned. The elause and the sec-
tion cannot be recenciled and the amendment
will allow the Bill to prevail

New clause put and passed.
New clause:
Hon. H. STEWART: I move—

That 2 new clause be added as follows:
—*‘SBection 33 of the principal Act is
amended by deleting the first proviso,’’

Section 33 deals with packet licemses and the
first proviso sets out that Section 98 of the
Act shall not apply to that type of license.
Section 98 prohibits the sale of liquor on
Sundays and certain other days. Clause 72
amends Section 38 by omitting Bubseetion 2
and inserting another subsection setting out
that it will not prohibit the sale of liquor
to any bona fide lodger and so forth, if the
liquor is not drunk at a public bar of the
licensed premises, This matter has evidently
been overlooked, and I do not sce why the
game provision shonld not apply to packet
licenscs.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
do not think the provise should be deleted.
As it is, liquor cannot be sold under a packet
liccnse when the vessel is in a river or es-
tuary, but only when the vessel is out at sea.
Onee the vessel is at sea, a person would be
entitled te o drink under the bone fide trav-
eller clause. Tf the amendment were agreed
to, T take it that holders of packet licenses
conld not supply persona with liguor
at the bar but only away from the har.
It would mean that any one having a packet
liconse, although entitled to serve people,
wounld be entitled to serve them only by
carrying the liquor around the deck. It would
not be permissible to serve them in the bar,
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Such a provision would impose an altogether
unnecessary ineenvenienee.

Hon. J. NICHOLSQN: Section 93 would
allow of the sale of liquor under & packet
license on Sunday, Good Friday or Christmas
Day. It ia essential to retain the proviso be-
enuse Sunday, Good Friday and Christmas
Day are the very days when a packet license
would come into play.

Hon. H, STEWART: I ask leave to with-
driw the proposed new clauae.

New clause by leave withdrawn,
New clause:
Hon. H. STEWART: 1 move—

That the following be inserted to atand
as a new clause:—*'Section 192 of the
principal Act is amended by deleting the
proviso.”?

Section 192 provides that the convicting jus-
tices may in their discretion direet that any
complainant or informer shall receive a por-
tion not exceeding one moiety of any penalty
recovered under the Act, provided that the
Governor may remit the whole or any part
ol such penalty. The Governor has power
under the letters patent to remit any fine, and
it is not necessary to repeat the provigion in
this menasure.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Without the proviso the Governor would still
have power to remit a fine. Probably the
reason for the inclusion of the provise is that
under the Licensing Act a minimum fine i3
preseribed.

New clause put and negatived.

New clause:

Hon. H. STEWART: I move—

That the following be inserted to stand
ay Clanse 37a: ‘‘Section 3 of the Sale of
Liquor and Tobaceo Aet, 1916, Subsection
1, line 1 i3 amended by striking out the
words ‘two-gallon license’ and insgerting in
licu thereof the words ‘brewer’s license or
spirit merchant’s license,” ’’

Section 3 of the Sale of Liquor and Tohaceo
Act requires the holder of a gallon or two-
gallon license to keep certain records, The
two-gallon license has been done away with
and the brewer’s license substituted. The
smpirit merehant’s license alse covers quaonti-
ties down to two gallona.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The striking out of the two-gallon license
would be the correet procedure, beeavse there
will be no two-gallon liconse left. However.
1 dp not think it was intended that this pro.
vision should he extended to retail liconses.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Section 3 of the
Sale of Liquor and Tobacco Act is incor-
porated in this mcasure by Clauee 131, Yot
we are +till leaving in the refercace to the
two-zallon license,

Hon. J. NTCHOLSOXN: The striking out
of the words ‘‘two-gallon license'' might
be reasonable, but to insert the words
suggested would be unwise. _Clause 29
provides for certain returns, Subclause
2 referring to the returns required from
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the holder of a spirit merchant’s li-
cense oand Sobelause 3 to  those re-
quired from the holder of a brewer’s license.
Certain returne are algo required under See-
tion 3 of the Aet of 1917 and consequently
there will be a duplication, If Mr. Stewart
would confine his amendment to striking out
the words ‘‘or two-gallon license,’’ T would
support him,

Hon. H. STEWART: Will the Minister
inform me of the reason for requiring returns
under the Sale of Liquor and Tobacco Actt

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The intention was to deal with retail sales,
the marginal note reading, ‘‘Dealing by gal-
lon licensees to be recorded, and books, ete.,
produced.”” The debate at that time turned
purely on the question of the retail sale of
liquor by the gallon, and the contention was
that some holders of grocer’s licenses were
selling liquor and charging it up as tea, ete.
Section 3 was adopted purely as a proteetion
in such eases. Since both gallon and two-
galion licemses might be used for that pur-
pose, they were included. The spirit mer-
chant’s license was in existence at the time,

but no one suggested this should be put in .

there. Tt was purcly intended for retail pur-
poses.

Hon. H. Stewart:
the new clause.

New clanse by leave withdrawn.
New clause:

The MINISTER FQOR EDUCATION :
I move—

That a new clanse be inserted to atand as
Clauge 131 as follows:—fSaving of right
of renewal of eertain licenses under pend-
ing applications—* Notwithstanding any-
thing eontained in this Act to the contrary,
a pallon or two-gallon license, or a spirit
merchant’s license, under and subject to the
principal Act may, on payment of the fee
payable under that Act, be granted or is-
sued to any person who, at the commence-
ment of this Act, is an applicant or the
holder of a certifiecate for such license, but
Section 29 of this Act shall apply to such
license.

Provided that the Receiver of Revenue
may, if reguired so to do, (a) issue to the
holder of a certificate for a gallon license,
in lien of such license, a spirit merchant’s
license under and snbject to this Act, ou
payment of the prescribed fee.

{b} Issue to the holder of a certificate
for a two-gallon license, in liew of such Ji-
cense, a brewer’s license, and also, if so de-
sired, a spirit merchant’s license under and
subjeet to this Act, on payment of the pre-
seribed fees;

(¢) issme to the holder of a certifieate
for a spirit merchant’s license vnder the
principal Aet, in lien of such liccnse, u
spirit merchant’s license under and snbject
;o this Act, on payment of the prescribed
ee.

It is necessary to put in this clause at the
end of the Bill.

I propose to withdraw
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New clanse put and passed.

Title:

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: In view of the fact
that the Bill seeke to amend the Tobaceo and
Spirits Aet of 1917, I bhardly think the title
of the Bill covers all requirements, It should
be amcnded by the addition of the words
“*and to amend the Act of 1911 and certain
Actg relating thereto.’’

The CHAIRMAN: T thiok it would be
better to amend the title in that way.

Hon. H, STEWART: It seems to me that
the title as it now stands fully covers the
position, and that the suggested amcndment
i3 unnecessary.

The CHATIRMAXN: I am of opinion that
the title should be amended, but perhaps that
question ¢an be gone into later,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
matter has been considered by the Crown Law
authorities, who take the same view as Mr.
Stewart., 1 will, at all events, have the
matter further gone into.

Title—agreed to.

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments.

The MIKISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
the ordinary course of events the Bill would
now be printed with amendments, because it
would be assumed that at our next meeting
the adoption of the report would be moved,
to be fellowed by the third reading of the
Bill. We do interd to recommit the Bill, and
there will he some alterations, but it would
be desirable that it should be reprinted be-
fore the next meeting of the Honse.

Members: Hear, hear!

The MINTISTER FOR EDUCATION: This
might involve a little extra cost hecause of
the alterations which have been made in Com-
mittee, but T think it wiil be more than com-
pensated for by the fact that members will
have the Bill before them as amended.

BILL-—-ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT,

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agrced to the
amendment made by the Council.

RILL--MARRTED WOMEN’'S PRO-
TECTION.

Assembly’s Mesazge.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Couneil.

BILL—PUBLIC EDUCATTON ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Amendments.

Schedule of amendments made by the As.
sembly now considered.



In Committee.

lion. .}, Ewing in the Chair; the Minister
tor Education in charge of the Bill,

The CHATRMAX: The amendments made
hy the Assembly are as follows:—

Clauge 4—Strike out in the sccond line the
words ‘“and to fix the subseription to be paid
by its members.'?

(lause 5, Svbelause 1—Add at the end the
words ‘*an annual subscription of 1s. shall
entitle all persons to full membership.’?

The MIXISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
move—

That the
agreed to.

Clause 4 ag it stood allowed an association
to fix the subscription, but the Assembly took
the view that the subseription should be
purely a nominal one. This was the intention
of the Council.

Question put and passed; the Assembiy’s
amendments agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message acveordingly
Assembly.

Assembly’s amendments  be

BILL—CLOSER SETTLEMENT (No. 2).
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatech—East) [5.55] in maving the
second reading caid: It will not be necessary
for me to repeat the argunents I advanced
jn favour of a Bill of a similar character,
which has been laid aside beeause of the de-
cision of this Mouse. T shall, therefore, con-
fine myself to a comparison between that Bill
and the one T am now dealing with, In the
first place, (lause 13 of the old Bill, to which
exception was taken, has been removed.

The PRESIDENT: Ta the Bill, with that
exception, the same as the other!

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: X
will point out the other alterations.  Sub-
clause 2 of (Clause 6 provided that an owner
of land might elect to pay land tax at the
rate of three times the tax imposed for the
time being. To continve a clause of that kind
in a Bill introduced in this Chamher might
be held to be an imposition of taxation whiech
this Chamber is not competent to effect. The
¢lause, therefore, reads—

To pay land tax at such rate as Parlia-
ment may enaet in respeet of land deviared
to be the subjeet of this Aect,

If the Bill js agreed to by both Houses it
will follow that in another place a taxation
Bill will have to he introduced appiying en-
titely to land which is made the subjeet of
the Act.

Hon. .T. Cornell:
on this House first.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Xo.
Exvception might have heen taken to the Bill
even if it had been introduved im the other
House in that form. TUnder an amendment

That iz putting the acid

returned to the

[COUNOIL.]

we carried Ipet vear a taxation Bill shouil he
2 taxation Bill only, and not deal with any
other subject. It s, | think, the proper way
of doing things, namely, to have the machin-
ery first and then apply the tax under =z
different Bill.  If this Bill is passed as a
comnsel Aet, then the taxation Bill will h.
a fort'er meusure, which will have to be
introduced every vear, and thus it will he
competent for the amount to he varied, either
by lcing incrcased or by being decreased.
However, ) am merely pointing out now the
altcrations in this Bill as compared with the
measure introdueed some little time ago. Sub-
rlavse 4 of (Tause 6 is also amended. In-
stend of mervly providing for the treble land
tax, the suhelanse dircets—

If the owner elects, as set forth in para-
graph {(b) of Subsection 2, land tax pay-
able in respect of the land under any Act
for the imyposition of land tax shall, as from
the commencement of the then current
finanvial vear, he at such rate as Parlia-
ment may enact in respect of land de-
clarved to he subjeet to this Aet, and may
be assessed and shall be recoverable under
and subject to the provisions of the Land
and Tneome Tax Asscssment Aet, 1907, but
without any ahntement under Section 17
thereof.

(Otherwise the clavse is the same as in the
previous Bill. Tn Clause 8 there is a &P
fercnee, the latter part of the clause having
heen struek out.  Clause 8 now reads—

Tf an owner, after having elected to
subdivide his land for sale as set forth in
paragraph (a) of Subsection 2 of Section
6, shall not, in the opinion of the hoard,
dulv comply with Subseetion 3 thereof, the
hoard may serve upon the owner a notice
of hix defanlt in the preseribed form; and
therenpon the owner shall be deemed to
have clected, as «ct forth in paragraph
(1) of Subsection 2 of Section 6.

There the clanse stops, omitting words it pre-
viously eontained, as follows:—

and the land shall,as from the commence-
ment of the then eurrent financial year, be
liable to land tax at three times the cur-
rent rate of tax for the time heing pavable
nnder any Act for the imposition of land
tax, and such increased tax may be assessed
and shall be reeoverable under and subjeet
to the provisions of the Land and Treome
Tax JAssessment Aet, 1907,

The sccond part of Clause 12 as originally
introdueed provided—

The Colonial Treasurer may, witl the
approval of the Governor, expend for the
purposes of this Act such funds as under
the provisions of the Agricultural Lands
Purchase Act are available, or as may be
appropriated by Parliament for the nur-
yoses of this Act.

That subclanse does not appear in this Bill,

nor iloes ¢lause 13, With those exceptions
the Bill ig identival with the one of the sevond
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rea-tng whiclh | movedd o tortnight age. 1
moy «~
That tie Bill be now read a sceond time,

Point of Order.

Hon. J. Cornell: T submit that the Bill is
not in order. Standing Order 120 provides—
No question or amendment shall be pro-
¢eeded with which is the same in substance
as any question or amendment which dur-
iny the same session has been resolved in
tle affirmative or negative, unless the order,
resplution, or vote on such question or
atmenduient has been regeinded. This Stand-
ing Owler shall not he suspended.
Tt i~ not within my provinee to say why
the previons Bill was ruled out of order.
That is 2 circnmstanee which no hon. member
other than the one who moved in the matter
is vespensible for. The Fouse decided that
the Bill was not properly before the House,
and so the Bill was laid aside., Without going
into any lengthy dissertation, T submit that
the last Bl and this Bill are substantially
the same. The preamble to the Bill which
was ruled out read—

A Bill for an Act relating to the aequisi-
tion and disposal of land for closer settle-
ment.

The shoit title of the Iaat Bill was *Closer
Settlement Act, 1922."" - The preamble to
the present Bill is as follows:—

A Bill for an Aect relating to the acquisi-
ticrn and disposnl of Innd for closer settle-
ment.

The short title elause reads—-

This Act may be cited as the Closer
Scttlement Act, 1922,

The Minister for Edueation: What ques-
tion lave we resolved in the affirmative or
negative?

Hon. .
aside.

The Minister for Edueation: But what
question was rtesolved In the affirmative or
in the negative?

Hon. J. Comnell: A Bill was introduced
intn this Touse, and its second reading was
move:l. A point of order was raised as to
whether the Bill was in order., The Presi-
dent rauled that it was in order. That ruling
wns disagreed with. TUpon a division the
Hous:, hy a suhstantial majority, resolved
that the Bill was not in order. If that is not
an affirmative resolution that the Bill should
not e here, T want to know what an affirma-
tive 1eenlution is?

Tie Minister for Edueation: T am
disperting that resolntion,

Hou. J. Cornell: The resolution effectively
deriied that the serond reading of the Bill
shouul not be proceeded with., A reference
tn ‘-Hamsard™ shows that in 1912 a Bill
was introiiuced to comstruct a railway hne
fion. Norseman to Esperance., The second
renGing of that Bill was defeated. The
Closer Setflement Bill did not get a chance
to 1> defeated on the <eceond reading.

Cornell: The last Bill was laid

not
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The Minister for Fduoeation: Tf it had
heen defeated on the seceond reading, it
conld not have been introdneed apgain; bur
it wnz not defeated.

WHon, JJ. Coracll: 1 this louse interprets
the 1esolution to mean that hon. members
wonld not allow the Bill to vome before the
Hense, the measure was effectively  laid

astde,  The Norseman-Fsperance Railway
il

The Presilent: We are not discussing
that Bill. Does the hon, memher want a
ruling?

Hon. J. C'ornell: T want to lead up, Sir.

Flie Novseman-BEsperunee Railbway Bill was
ilefeated on the serond reading. Then a
Bill was intrnduced to construct a railway
fiem Bsperance 60 miles northwards. The
late President, Sir Henry Briggs, on a point
of order raised by Mr. Moss, ruled that the
P11 was the same in substance as the de-
feated Bill, and could not be introduced
intr the House, The Bill was, accordingly,
laid aside. That is the paosition now, T
sulimit,

The President: My ruling is that this Bill
is quite in order, The objection to the last
Bill was that it was not properly endorsed.
There was ne question ans to what the Bill
vortainedl.  The Rill was never considered
at all with regard to what it contained.
Therefore, in the circumstances, the ques-
tion was merely one of endorsement; and E
now rule that this Bill is perfeetly ‘in order,

On motion by Ton. A, Lovekin debate on
seecomil reading adjounrned.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BAXNTK ACT
AMENDMENT.

Becond Reading,

The MINISTER YOR EDUCATION {Hon.
H. . Colebateh—East) [6.12] .in moving
the second reading sanl: This is a very
shori and simple, hut very important Bill.
1¢ amends the Agricaltural Bank Aet of
1906,  The present Aet provides for the
payment of intereat only for the first five
vears, and then repayvment of prineipal in
equal half-yearly instaiments over a periond
of 25 vears. The defect in that provision
is that it casts the heavier hurden upon the
horrower from the Agricultoral Bank in the
early stages of hix development., He has to
pay equal half-yvearly instalments of prin-
cipal, and of course as those instalments of
principal  are paid the interest becomes
Iighter and lighter, until at the finish of his
poriod he is paying very little indeed. Ex-
perience shows that it takes about 10 vears
for @ man on the land to gef well on his
feet. Thus equal repavments over 25 vears
mesn heavy bills in the early vears, grow-
inz lighter as the principal repayments re-
dure the tnterest ebarges. The contention
is that the diminution occurs really at the
wrong period. The relief is ahtnined when
n man has heen established for 23 vears,
aml when apparently it is not needed. It
ia thought to be more cquitahle, so long as
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thr system is safe, to spread both interest
and prineipal over the whole period. This
Bill proposes that the repayments, instead
of commoencing at the end of five years, shall
commence at the end of 10 years. That is
to say, for the first 10 years ounly interest
slz]l be paid. Thereafter, for 20 years in-
stead of 27—because the whole period is 30
veurs—there shall be payment of interest
tepether  with  ipstalments of principal.
Under this B3ill there will he 10 years of
poyment of intevest only, and then 20 yecars
of repayment of principal with interest
added, The total period is not extended,
but remains at 30 years as before. The
way in which this would operate, taking
£100 loan nas the hbasis, iz as followa :
Under the oll system in the sixth year
the Thorrower would have to pay £4
principal and £6 18s. 7d. interest, or a
total of £10 18s. 7d. That payment of £4
principal would continve throughout the per-
iod, and when the borrower got to the twenti-
eth year he would be paying £4 principal and
£3 0y. 3d. interest, or a total of £7 0s. 3d., and
in the final year he would be paying £4 prin-
cipal and only 4s. 3d. interest. If the alter-
ation proposed by the Bill be agreed to, the
borrower will, up to the tenth year, pay in-
terest only.: That is to say, in the sixth year
he will pay £7 instead of, as at present, £10
18s. 7d. But in subsequent years his pay-
ments of principal will increase as his pay-
ment of interest declines. In the thirtieth
year he will pay £7 7s. 6d. principal and 8s,
11d. interest, or a total of £7 14s, 5d. His
payments will vary. He will save in the
earlicr portion of his period, and pay more
in the latter portion. The highest payment
bhe would have to make would be in the 25th
year, a total of £10 13s. 11d. Under the
present aystem the highest payment has to be
made in the sixth year instead of im the
25th. The system of caleulation is very
siinilar to that applied in the case of work-
er2” homes, but not exactly the same, hacause
the repayments of principal are not equal.
Under the Agricultural Bank Act accounts
are often being paid off in full, transferred
to some private financial house. The guiding
principle, however, js that which governs the
Workers' Homes Board, interest and prin-
cipal heing cqually adjusted for the whole
period. TUnder the present aystem the bor-
rower from the Agricnltural Bank is com-
pelled to pay a fized amount of principal
every half-vear after the commencement of
the sixth vear.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Be-
fore tea I was explaining the chief prineiple
in the Agricultural Bank Aet Amendment
Bill. It is to lighten the burden during the
early years and somewhat increase it during
Iater years. The present system is, interest
only for the firat five years, and principal
for a period of 25 years afterwardas. The
Bill provides, interest only for the first 10
years, and interest and principal for the suec-

[COUNCIL.)

ceeding 20 years. TUnder the existing sys-
tem, directly the repayment of principal
starty, it is on an even basis over the whole per-
iod; and s the intcrest is constantly decreas-
ing heeause of the payment of principal, the
total burden becomes lighter as time goes on.
Under the amendment the repayment of prin-
cipal will be made lighter at the outset and
will incerease as the interest declines, so as to
make the aggregate payment usbout equal
right throngh the period. At the present time
in the eleventh ycar, on an advance of £100,
the borrower pays in interest £5 10s, 7d., and
in eapital £4, or o total of £9 10s. 7d. Under
the new system lhe would pay only 7s. 6d. in
that year as principal, and would pay the full
interest,  The alteration will be of ma-
terinl benefit to the clients of the
Agricultural Dank, without in any way
interfering with the security, The second
matter dealt with in the Bill relates
to soldier settlement. Where goldiers have
been settled on single properties purchased
for them, the Agricultural Bank limits the ad-
vance to £2,000. In o few cases, where those
single properties have been repurchased and
the soldier has scarcely sufficient, a little more
assistance is necessary. So the Bill provides
that in those cases oaly, in none other, the
limit from the bank may be increased to
£2,500. It is intended that it shall be used
sparingly, and only where it i3 necessary to
protect the advance and enable the soldier
to carry on. Another provision in the Bill
should have been in the Act all along. A
farmer not able to pay hiz interest promptly
should be given time, subject to the payment
of interest on the arrears, That is ordinary
buginess practice. At present any farmer in
arrears with his interest paya no interest on
those arrears. It means to the bank a loss of
appoximately £15,000 per annum. It is a
dead loss to the étate, because the State has
to go on paying interest on all money that
is out. Tt operates unfairly on those who do
pay. Moreover, the horrower, knowing he
has not to pay interest on the arrears of inter-
est, does not bother about paying interest. The
new provision will work hardship on nobody.
It is a definite provision that the time for the
payment of interest may be extended when
circumstances justify it, but that interest
shall be charged on the arrears.

Hon, .JJ, Mills: Has no interest been paid
on arrears in the past?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No,
Suppose a man had a loan of a couple of
thousand, his interest for the year would be,
say, £140. He might defer that for a year,
and yet pay no interest onm the £140. It is
obviously unfair, and it works very badly.
As T say, the estimated loss to the bank per
annum is no less than £15,000. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [7.35]: I
am pleased to know that the Agrieultural
Bank ig dealing fairly with the settlers, and
that advances are now to be made in the
South-West. It had to be done becanse of
the soldiers being settled down there. For
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many years it was impossible to get any
Agricultural Bank money for the South-West.
I am glad to know that poliey has been
altered. The Bill will be of material assist-
ance to the borrowers. It has come under my
notive that frequently it is diffieult for
a man to start repaying after five years. The
further extension of five years will he of
preat advantage to him. As for the last
point raised by the Minister, that in regard
to the payment of interest on arrears, it
geems fair, althongh I am afraid in some
instanees it will operate harshly.

The Minister for Education: If the time
for the payment of interest is to he extended,
surely the borrewer must pay for if.

Hon. J. EWING: B8till, I should like to
give him every advantage.

Hon. J. Nicholson: All the financial in-
stitutions provide the same thing.

Hon. J. EWING: The State is very
different from a financial institution. Every
possible encouragement should he given to
the man settled on the land. I am very
pleased with the increase of £500 for the
goldier settlers. In many cases it will serve
to just carry a man over the gtile. Gener-
ally speaking, we may congratulate the Gov-
ernment on the extension of the funetions of
the Agricultural Bank, and may congratulate
also the manager of that bank, Mr. McLarty,
on kie most excellent work. It is pleasing to
note that wherever the Premier goes to look
into questions of land settlement, especially
if there be knotty points for consideration,
he takes Mr. McLarty with him, The Premier
seems to have very great confidence in that
officer. The late Mr. Paterson laid the found-
ations of the bank on sound lines, and the
time Mz, Melarty had under his guidance is
bearing good fruit. We should be very
pleased indeed to have such able officers look-
ing after those settled on the land.

On motion by Hon. J. Mills, debate ad-
journed.

SELECT COMMITTEE—ELECTRICITY
SUPPLY.

Adoption of Report.

Debate resumed from the Tth November on
motion by Hon. A. Lovekin—

That the report of the select committee
be adopted.

Hon. H., SEDDON (North-East) [7.40]):
The select committee have ecarefully placed
before the House the exact position of the
agreements entered into and the effect of
those agreements on the local aunthorities.
The committee should be congratulated on
the thoroughness with which their work has
been done. One point very evident from the
reault of their inquiries, is the foresight dia-
played by the Minister who erected the power
station at East Perth. At the time there
wae congiderable disenssion as to the wisdom
of the project, but all that has been effec-

1755

tually silenced by the inereasing demand for
electric current. Only now are we beginning
to fully appreciate the value of that power
station to the metropolis. The whole future
of the station rests upon the supply of cur-
rent for industrial purposes. Of recent yeara
there have been ennrmous advances in elee-
trical wmanufacture. demonstrating  the
neeessity for the comnstruetion of large power
stations. The erection of the station at
East Perth was the beginning of the estab-
lishment of secondary industries in this State.
The City Council have now awakened to the
rapid expamsion of those industries, and have
reduced the charges for current for indus-
trial power. We lost a valuable opportunity
when we mneglected to introduce, during the
war period, the electrical manvfacture of
chemieal produets. At that time very great
advances were made in the electrical manu-
facture of nitrates from the atmosphere. For
this induatry there is almost unlimited scope
in Western Australia. It depends on cheap
power and its produets constitute the raw
material for several produets. Germany
and America are manufacturing by chemical
processes cauatic aoda, bi-carbonate of soda,
and sodium cysnide. The electrical manu-
facture of these products does away with a
previcusly unhealthy occupation, and revolu-
tionises their prices. This field of manufac-
ture was peculiarly open to us, and was of
vital interest to the gold-mining industry.
Had we seized our opportunity to establish
these electrical factories during the war, we
ghould have inerensed very rapidly the de-
mand for current from East Perth. In addi-
tion to that, we should have seen satarted
many new indusriecs manufacturing ma-
terials, which now have to be imported.
We should therefore advance our power sta-
tion load to cnable us to reduce the charges
for current to the lowest possible amount.
This will encourage manufacturérs to instal
small plants and so permit of the extension
of secondary industries. The report refers to
the clectrification of the railways. That is a
subject on which it might be desirable to
proceed cautiously at the present time, for
this reason: the figures with regard to the
electrification of the railways in Vietoria
prove that the cost of the installation
of the plant for the electrification of
the system has militated against the finan-
cial sucecess of the scheme. There is also
to be taken into consideration the fact that
in Vietoria there is a very big population
which is eontinually moving about, and par-
tieularly is that so morning and evening. It
is the case there to a greater extent than it
is around our metropolitan area, and yet
the Victorian figures are not satisfactory. It
is desirable therefore that we should care-
fully consider the figures of Victoria before
wo proceed to any expense im the direction
of introducing the system in this State.

Hon. A, Lovekin: They say it is cheaper
than steam.

Hon. H. SEDDON: It may be, but the
question is whether it would not be a sounder
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policy in eonueetion with onr railways to go
i for re-grading rather than for clectrifiea-
tion.  The advanee whieh has been made in
rennection with the railways of Ameriea in
receat years has been dwe to the enormows
snms spent in re-geading, and now the loco-
totives toke muek larger loads, resulting
in reduced operating rcharges. | congratu-
late the seleet committee on the werk that
they performed, and on having brought the
watfers referved to in the report under the
natiee of Darliament.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. I, Colehateh—East) [7.48]: T have very
little to say on the motion for the adoption
of the report, but T do not wish to give a

silent vote for fear that my action may be-

misnnderstood. T am quite in accord with
th.ose hon, members who have referred to the
wo:d work done by the seleef committee, but
it will be noticed that the committee make
specifie recommendations to the Government,
and if T were to vote for the motion I would
be pledging myself, as representative of the
Geavernment in this House, to the adoption
of those recommendations, whereas the most
T van say is that if the motion be earried,
the Governmeat will give the recommenda-
tion= serious consideration.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is all the report
asks vou to do.

The MINTSTER TOR EDUCATION: I
have diffienlty in reconciling the intreductory
paragraph 1n the report with Clause (e) of
the sammary.  The intreductory paragraph
sAys—

Fach directly or indireclly—

referring of contse to the two ageements

entered into by the Government,
—creates a monopoly. Each disadvaniages
consumers within the respective areas. Fach
iz opposed to the best interests of the tax-
payers of the State. FEach, however, is un-
alterable by an aet of repudiation which
your committee cannot recommend.

Then Clause {(e) says—

As regards the agreement with the Fre-
mantle Tramway Boawl, your commiitee is
of opinion that it is in restraint of trade,
and not having heen ratified hy Pariia-
ment is alterable if so desired.

I find it diffienlt to reconctle both statoments.
T cannot vote for the motion, but if the
motion be earried T can say that the Gov-
ernment will give it every consideration.

Hon, J. EWING (South-West) [7.50]: The
Minister might have said something with re-
gard to the stremmnous work which was done
by the select committee and particularly the
chairman of the committee. T was a mem-
ber of the selecet committec and I am aware
of the task which was undertaken by Mr.
Lovekin to whom the thanks of the House
are due. What I am more than satiafied
about ig that it was thought—there certainty
was an impression abroad—that the select
committer was appointed for the purpose of
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doing semething of an injurious nature to the
Peith City Couneil and to the Tremantle
Traiuway Board., The chairmzn of the com-
mitt e, on Many occasions in the course of the

*inguivy, |4t specific questions to the witnesses

and e expuessel himself very clearly on this
point. It anvone wiil vead the report he will
find that there is not one word of bias con-
tained i it, not one word that is not right
or just. Tt contaiue only what the chairman
aml ti.e mewbe:s of the committee thought.
There was no idea whatever of inguiring into
anything bevond the intricacies of the ques-
tiov, Th-re was no intention whatever t8
east n reflection on either the City Couneil
ar the Fremantle Tramway Board. There
are many watters to which T could have re-
terrcd, bt unfortunately T have not with
mie the notes T made in connection with the
remarks T had iotended to offer on this
motion. The position is that we fonnd that
the iritial agrecment made by t'e Seaddan
Government in 1913 was prejudicial to the
interests of the State. The more T think
of it the more | am satisfied that the head
of the Government at the time was anything
but far-secing. T give the greatest eredit
to the then mayor of Perth, Me. ’rowse, for
his ingennity, and for his power of observa-
tion, in eonuection wiih the making of the
agreement, thus providing something for the
people of Perth which they should not have
had, somethine which is certainly not in the
interests of the State as a whole. The City
Couneil secured an agreement for a veriod of
an vears with the option of renewal for an-
nther 50 vears, a tofal of 100 wyears. That
agrecwent is in black and white and it is such
that we cannet repudiate it. But if we can-
not repudiate it. and we believe it {o be some-
thing which is detrimental to the interests of
the people of Western Australia, and even to
the ratepayers of the Perth municipality,
then we are right in pointing out that some-
thing should be done by the Government in
the way of controlling the sale of curremt. 1
have nothing to say against the ity Couneil:
they did what ordinary bnsiness people would
have done. Thex are now carrving out their
agreement and it is their desire to make the
best of it. T believe that the mayor of Perth
and those who are associated with him have
no desire other than to benefit the people,
but they must do that in a way that is right.
They are charging for current more than they
should charge and the relief of the ratapayers
should be greater than it is under the terms
of the agreement. When we remember that
the agreement has been ratified by Parliament,
it makes it imposgible for us to talk of re-
pudiation. But something must be done to
overcome that agreement eo {hat some bene-
fit may be given to the peeple by the cheap
production of electricity. The poeition at Fre-
mantle is totally different. The agreement
made with the Fremantle Tramway Board
has not been ratified by Parliament. Under
that agrecment the people at the port are sup-
plied with current at a cheaper rate than that
eharged to the people of Perth. What T can-
not mivlerstand is why the then Premier did
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ant ask Parlinment to ratify the Fremantle
agreenment.  He entered into that agreement
on his own initiative and he gave to Fre-
nantle what shonld not have been given “‘l.th‘
ont the vonsent of Parliament. No Premier
lias the right to enter into an agreement of
that ¢haracter for a term of 50 years unless
he is far-sighted enough to be ahle to tel
what will happen in 50 years' time, so far as
eleetrivity is concerned.  Yet he made this
agreement for 23 vears with the right of re-
newnl for another 253 years. What he did
then ddoas not stand to his eredit, and I wonld
he prepared to say that outside this House.
The prople of the State have now to pay
the piper for all these things which should
not have oeeurrcd. With regard to the re-
part of the seleet committee, every line of it
is hared upon the evidence taken. There is
not one word written in malice; cverything
‘has heen written with the one thought, that of
advancing the interests of the ratepayers of
Perth and the people of the State generally.
The report epens vp a hig question. Tt is one
on which, as T have <one in former years, 1
would like to submit 2 definite motion. 1
tealise that there is not time now because
there ure other matters of a practical nature
and perhaps of more immediate importance to
he attended to during the next month or so. )
have on two occasions moved in this diree-
tion, nnd 1 have reeeived no suggestion what-
ever from the Minister for Railways. He has
simply told me that when the time arrives,
evervthing will be done. [ wish to refer to
a portion of the evidence given by Mr. Tay-
lor, the general manager of the eclectricity
supply. I do not believe that the Government
have a better officer than Mr. Taylor. He is
a very capable man and his desire is to do
all he can in the interests of giving eheap eur-
rent to the people of Wegtern Aunatralia,

Hon. E. H, Harris: What else is he there
for!

Hon, .J. KWING: Bat it is not every man
who daes his duty; many neglect to do what
they should do. Mr, Toaylor 18 a hard worker.
He is clear hended and thoroughly under-
stands the task he has in hand. But he is
obsessil with the one idea, and it is to build
upr the power station at East Perth to an
enormous extent. When giving evidence bae.
fore the seleet commitiee, T asked him a ques
tiof as follows:—‘Ts it vour policy, as
gencral manager, to increase the power sta
tion beyond its present eapacity?’? We have
been told by the Minister in this House, I
think, that it is not the intention of the Gov-
ernment to increase the power house beyond
the e¢apaeity it will have when the new unit
is installed. Mr. Taylor’s reply to the ques-
tion was as follows:— '

That wonld all depend on what we would
se¢ ahead of us when the station reaches
that eapacity at which we find we have not
sufficicnt reserve plant. We could put in
another 7,500 kilowatt without spending
any great amount on buildings and foun-
dations,

Therein lies the whole position. T have been
endeavouring to induce the Government to
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take an interest in this matter to the tent
uf having inquiries made as to the best
method of gencrating electricity cheaply. It
is not neeessary to say what has been done
in other parts of the world, beeanse we know
of the enormons strides that have heen made
in eleetricity in Awmerica and even in little
Tasmania which you, Mr, President, visited
last year. [ have been contradicted on siveral
oeceasions when T have made the nssertion
that elcetrieity was generated in Tasmania at
as low a rate na in any other part of the

world. Mr. Scaddan himself denied what L
statrd. At any rate T am prepared to say

that in the near future Tasmania, when she
rets her works going, will be producing elee-

 tricity at rates which may easily be lower

than those in any other part of the world,
and ecertzinly in Australin, The conditions
existing in Tasmania for hydro-clectric gener-
ation are wonderful, and if we read the his-
tory of that installation, and the great work
that is being done there, work which is at pre-
sent only half completed, we must reali~e that
on the completion of the undertaking it
will be diffiecit te find a competitor in any
part of the world so far as cost is concerned.

Hon. .J, Duffell: What about Morwell?

Hon, J. EWING: Morwel]l will not be in
the same street as Tasmania necordinz to
what [ am informed. The history nf the
world teaches us that the nations which are
going to be great are those which have cheap
power, and that is what the chairman of the
conunittee has bheen trying to impress upon
the Government. That is what I have tried
to impress on the Government during the past
two sessions with but little support in this
Chamber. Tast session, T was beaten on a
division by one vote. That division was taken
at a mest inepportune time, when 1 couli not
get the full gpinion of the House. T had to
aceept defeat on that occasion, as T hul to
previously, but T will not allow that to deter
me in my determination to de my duty to the
people of Western Australia generally and to
the people T represent in my province tar-
tienlarly. Every progressive country in the
world new has cheap power. During the in-
gquiry by the committee, the chairman
directed his attention to the same ot jeet,
He was endeavouring to find out where the
cheapest power could be generated in Perth,
and why it was that the Perth City Couneil
charged more for current than it was sup-
plied at by the Goverament beyond the five-
miles eadiug of the Town Hall. Mr. Tayrlor
is huilding up, owing to the cheapnmess of the
current supplied outside the five-miles rndius,
a number of industries that might wi' be
within the c¢ity boundaries. The samy thing
applies to Fremantle. The Perth City (oun-
cil and the Fremantle Tramwavy Boarl ate
rot, in my opinion, dealing with the outside
munieipalitics in the way they should., Mr,
Duffell, one of the members of the committee,
will be able to deal with that point »s it
affects more partienlarly the munieipalities
within his provinee. While I agree with the
report of the committee, T cannot see anv pos-
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sible ehance under present conditions of im-
praving the position of outside municipalities.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: They can generate
current as cheaply if they want to.

Hon. J. EWING: T am glad of that inter-
jection hecause it enahles me to direct the
attention of the House to the faet that they
rannot do so.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane;: Why!?

Hon. J. EWING: Because the qguantity
supplied would be so mueh smaller that it
would not be possible to generate current at
a cost as low as that of the City Council and
the Government, who are able to command so
much greater supplies. That is not the point,
however, The point is that these out-
side municipalities must get the power
at eost price. What that is, is one of
the points which has vet to be determined.
The meaning of Clause 10 of the agreement
has not been made clenr. Tt has been re-
ferred to prominent lawyers by the City (oun-
cil and they are not able to say what it means.
They cannot say what should be paid for cur-
rent supplied under that elause. We do mot
know what is the intention under that clause
and that is one point on whieh the report of
the committee dwells. We consider that
Parliament should say what is meant by
Clause 10. T cannot fathom what it means,
We could not say what should be charged
under its provisions. ¥ do not think any
memhber of the committee, the City Couneil
nr the Fremantle Tramway Board, ean say
what the position is in that regard. They
simply do not know, but make the best bar-
gain they ean with the smaller ontside muniei-
palities, who, seeing that they eannot generate
current at so low a cost, take the current as
it is supplied to them. Tt should be sup-
plied at a lower cost and under better con-
ditions. T want to stress one recommendation
of the committee and that is that electrieity
eommissionera should be appointed. During
the war cheap power was of such vast import-
ance to the Empire that an Electricity Com-
mission was appointed to inquire into the
position. Tt was found that ¢haos reigned
supreme. Thousands of various generating
plants were scattered throughout the British
Tsles and that proved detrimental to the de-
velopment of cheap power for industrial pur-
poses in particular. The Commission is go-
ing inta the matter thoroughly and concen-
trating the geneorating stations at advantage-
ous points, thus enabling indnstries to be
surplied more economically than was possible
hefore, It is the duty of the Government
here to make these inguiries. We have the
Minister for Mines, Mr. Scaddan, roing ronnd
different parts of the State and declaring
npen, of turning on, electricity supplies, and
making statements remarding the future, He
made a speech at Kalamunda, and on several
orrasions he has made the statement emphati-
eally that the clectrification of the railways
was a great necessity and shounld be earried
out at once,

Hon, E. H, Harris: Tle will make a lot more
statements after he reads your speech.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, J. EWING: The Minister’s state-
ment, however, is not in keeping with what
the Government are doing at present. 1
think Mr, Taylor stated that when the Gov-
ernment power station was generating—1I am
speaking from memory anly—some 50 million
units, the ptant would have reached its full
eapacity. That is asy wmeh as can safely
he penerated.  During the last five years
the incrense in the production and dis-
tribution of electrieity from that station has
been great indeed. Something like 31 million
units were sold last year, or will be sold dur-
ing the present year. At that rate it will be
only a year or two when the station will have

_ reached ita full eapacity of 50 million units.

If the Minister for Mines has any idea of
clectrifying the railways, he is up against it
already. He will have to consider what his
policy is to be regarding the supply of cheap
electrivity apart from the East Perth power
station, which he has built up at the present
time. That is in the mind of the Minister
and he will not listen to anything I say to
him regarding inquiries being made into the
cost of opening up a supply of clectricity at
Collie or elsewhere. T am not speaking of
Collie any more than any other place, but if
Collie is the centre of the coal supply, and it
is in n position similar to these places in
Great Britain where they develop electric
power at the source of fuel supply, I think
the Minister could very well benefit from the
experience of the Old Country and make these
inquiries, s0 as to ascertain the cost of a
stheme there.

Hon. .J. M. Mactarlanc: T suppose the Min-
ister does what Mr. Taylor advises.

Hon. .J. EWING: Mr, Taylor does nof
make any bones abont it. He is a very
straightforward man. I asked him the gues-
tion and he said that when that time arrived
he would be prepared for it and it would
take him only a month or two to get all the
information that the Government required. I
do not know that he is a superman and it
certainly would require o superman to get
all the information necessary on such a prob-
lem, TIf Mr. Taylor attends to his business
here and looks after his multifarious Quties
properly and cfficiently, T contend he has
no time to go round the conntry inquiring
inte such a hig problem as T have outlined.
Mr. Taylor, when T questioned him on the
point, said, ‘T have mly to sit in my office,
and calculate what the cost of running a
double transmisrion line from Perth to Collie
woukd be.'’ Of course, anyore can do that,
but that is not the way to deal with such a
problem. Inguiries wonll have to be made
throughout the State to find ont where the
lines wonld go, what centres would be touched,
what the consumption was likely to be, and
how it was likely to work out from the finan-
eial standpoint. T am satisfied that Mr.
Taylor cannot do all that and at the sare
time attend to his duties, He has not the
necessary time at his dispesal. He is eer-
tainly clever enough to ecarry ont the inquiries
but T do mot believe that any man in the
employ eof the (overnmeat has the time at
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his disposal to attend to these investigatioms.
I would he willing to advocate the engage-
ment of 2 man like Sir John Monash, who
has handled the development of the Morwell
seheme. That secheme for the cheap supply
of eleetricity will help te build up Vietorian
industries. New South Wales ig a great State
and will be 2 still greater State in the future
hecause they can see what has been done in
Tasmania and Vietorin. They are making
inguiries regarding Burremjack and  other
enormous reservoirs where pgreat supplies of
water are retained, to see whal can be done
regarding hydro-electric generation. Every-
where this is beivg done except in Western
Australia. We are told we must etand still,
beeause a cerfain man says he does not want
the scheme. Because of the policy of the
Minister for Mines—I will not say of the
Government—everything is to he kept at a
standstill. We are told that it is intended
to put iz a 7,500 kilowatt plant at the Gov-
ernment power honse so as to cope with the
exira demand. T do not think the Govern-
ment should be allowed to do that. We shounld
aceept the responsibilities of ouvr position in
this Chamber as a house of review. Ever
sinee I have heen n member of this Cham-
ber, I have rceognised that it is an active
and splendid House. Members hLere desire to
do evervthing they can to assist in the de-
velopment of the State. Why should we not
make the necessary inguiries into these mat-
ters? In other parts of the world, they do
not hesitate to make full inquiries coneerning
the prodnction of cheap power, Tn Western
Australia we should have the problem inves-
tigated by a first e¢lass electrical engineer.
Current is being supplied to the Perth City
Couneil at % d. and that is disposed of at a
loss, while the public are heing supplied at
9d. or 1d. per wnit, We have made a re-
commendation that the Perth City Council
thoulnl sapply at 1d. per unit and they can
o it.

Hon. J. M. Maecfarlane: They have been
supplying at lower than that for seme time
past.

Hon. J, BWING: T am very pleased to
hear it. T can assure Mr. Maefarlane T am
not making an attack on the Perth City Coun-
cil. My idea is to securc the vheaper genera-
tion of electricity, so that the Perth City
Couneil can get the foll henefit of the agree-
ment. Tf that can be done, everything be-
tween the cost of distributien and the #4d.
per nnit which the City Council have to pay
will be a profit for the municipal authorities.
I am sure members representing the metro-
politan area will aid@ me in an endeavour to
get the price helow % d. We do net want to
stop at a supply of #d. per unit merely be-
canse a profit ean be made at that price.

Hon. A. Lovekin: A loss of ouly £167 was
made this year.

Hon. J. EWING: My idea is that the Perth
City Council should be supplied at under 34d.
per unit. Sir .Tohn Monash is aiming to sup-
ply current from Morwell at under 14d. per
unit,
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Hon. V. Hamersley: They get cheap eoal
there.

Hon. .f. EWING: Yes, at 2s. 6d. per ton,
but that is because they simply quarry the
conl there, They do mot mine it. If hon.
members interject they are liable to keep me
on my feet for a considerable time for the
reason that when they speak about Morwell
eoal, they should realise that it is not com-
jartable with Collie ¢oal, Morwel! coal is
nbout the poorest in the world with the ex-
ception of some of the German and French
coal. Tt is very inferior to the Collie article
and, in fact, there is no éomparison whatever.
Unllie conl may cost 10s. or 123. a ton at
the pit’s mouth, hut the result from one ton
of Collie coal is more than the result to be
obtained from an equal yuantity of Morwell
cal.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
at four times the price.

The Minister for Education: One ton of
Collie coal would not be equal to four tons
of Morwell coal.

Hon. J. EWING: About that. Morwell
coal contains 39 per cent. of moisture, and
that moisture has to be evaporated before it
iy possible to get the proper combustion.

The Minister for Education: T understand
that two tons of Morwell coal is equal to one
ton of ours.

Hon. J, EWING: T do not think that is
correct, 1f the moisture were driven off, it
mizht he possible to get a ealorific value of
9,000 B.T.U". compared with 10,500 of Collie
roal and 13,000 of Neweastle coal. The
Leader of the House is always generons and
dovs what he ean to assist us, and I am
satisfied that what is said here is brought
under the notice of the Government by him,
but T want him mnow to plage this matier
serionsly hefore the Government and see if
we eannot institute inquiries which will re-
donnd to the advantage of the State. I do
not ask for tha expenditure of a large sum
of moneyr. The Government should set aside
£3,000 and get Sir John Monash to come
over and report. There wonld be no refleetion
on the manager, Mr. Taylor, or anyone else,
although the Minister for Railways says Mr.
Taylor is the alpha and omega of all things
and leads one to believe that he is a super-
man. T am satisficd that Mr. Taylor is an
ordinary man with a thorongh knowledge of
his bysiness, but no superman. No man ean
elaim a knowledge of everything. There are
electrical engineers in America, England, and
in Australin with whom Mr. Tarylor probably
would be proud ta consult, and it is up to the
Government to make inquiries in the hope
that some pood will be the outeome,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We have had a Royal
Commission on railways, and what has been
the ontcome of that?

The PRESIDENT: The question hefore
the Chair is that the report be adopted.

Hon. J. EWING: I appreciate the latitude
¥ou have allowed me, Sir, but the prineiple
involved in this report is that of the cheap
produetion of electricity. T have tried to

It wonld need to be
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inpress upon the Government that we have
within our grasp the possibility of generating
I'rebably the cheapest power in the world.
If we penerated the eleetricity at the seat
of the coal supplies, it could be made avail-
able in Perth at 134, a wnit, and where is the
nion who would say that would not be a good
thing for Western Australia® I ask the
House to support the motion and to place
on record its appreciation of the splendid
wark dene by the chairman of the seleet
¢ommittee,

O mation by Tlon. .T, Duffell, debate ad-
Jenteed,

BILL—DATRY INDUSTRY.
In Committee.

Resumed from the Sth Noveiher; Hon. J.
Fwing in the Chair; the Minister for Hduca-
tion in charge of the Bill

Hon. JJ. Ewing in the Chair; the Mintster
for Fdueation in eharge of the Bill

1'ostponed Clause 3—Registration of pre.
mises:

Hon. H. STEWART: 1 move an amend-

nient—

That the following proviso be added:—
“*Provided alse that notwithstanding any-
thing to the contrary therein contained, the
provisions relating to the inspection of
factories under the Shops and Tactories
Act, 1920, and Amendment Act, 1922, and
the Inspection of Machinery Act, 1922,
other than the provisions therein relating to
the registration and inspection of bhoilers
may be vested in the inspector for butter
factories under this Aet.’’

Under the definition in the Factories Act
dairies will be liable to registration and in-
speetion, but it might be possible in many
instances to secure economy of administration
by allowing a combination of duties as indi
cated in the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Wil
Mr. Stewart state what provisions of the Fae-
tories Aect would prevent an inspector under
this measure heing called upon to carry out
duties under the Factories Aet? ‘There is
nothing at all to prevent an inspector under
this measure heing appointed an inspector
under the Factories Act if yuch a course were
deemed advisable. T do not think such an
inspeetor woull he able to do the work, be-
cunge it is outside his line. His work in-
volves not inspection, hut advising. We have
ouly one inspector and we do not intend to
have more théin onme., A large number of
dairies will have to he attended to, and if
the inspector does the work contemplated
wder this measure, he will not have much time
te bother about the Factories Aet. Tf we
found it possible for him to discharge duties
under that Act algo, there would he nothing
to prevent his appointment.

[COUNCIL.)

Hoen. 4. LOVEKIX: Xo harm c¢an he done
hy adding the provisn so that one inspeetor
may do two jobs. We have too many in-
spectors going about the country, and if we
can telescope them, so much the hetter. An
inspeetor under the Faetories Act must have
eertain qualifieations.

Hen, E. H, Harris: How about that man
inspecting the dairies?

The Minister for Edueation: Do you pro-
pose to allow a man without qualifications to
do the work?

Hon. A, LOVEKIX: A man who knowa
somuthing ahout rhurns éan inspect an in-
ternal comhustion engine just as well us a
highly qualified factories imspector. We do
not want to herden the dairy farmer with
the cxpense of twe sets of jnspections and
two scts of fees. The one inspeetor and
one set of returns g ould suffice, Without the
amendment T do not sce how an inspeetor
under this measure could inspeet an internal
combustion engine. We should minimise the
costs as much as possible.

Hon. JJ. A. GREIG: I cannot gee that the
amendment is vital. The two measures come
under different departments, and as there is
little to he gained T do uot think it worth
while to insert the proviso.

Hon. H. STEWART: A proposal which in-
dicates a measure of economy in administra-
tion showld he worth adopting. T doubt
whether the services of a dairy inspeector
would be availed of wunder the Factories
Act unless authorised under this measure.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
amendment is utterly out of place. It has
nothing whatever te do with the clause. The
hon. member has brought forward this amend-
ment hecause another amendment which he
desired to get made when the clause was
previously under discussion was found to he
imposaible.  The former amondment wmight
have heen applieable to the clause, but the
hon. member is now seeking to insert an
amendment dealing with inspectors in a clause
dealing with the registration of premises, a
elause which has nothing whatever to do
with inspectors.

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN: T{f we agree to the
yrineiple, we can add the words in the right
place. A factory inspector has all the powers
of an inspector under the Health Act. In-
stead of an inspector of factories perform-
ing the duties of a health inspeetor, we can
hy the amendment provide that the one in-
spector shall earry out the job and olviate
the necessity for another inspeetor doing
similar work,

The Minister for Education: Make the
amendment to Clavse 8, where it will have
scme gort of application. That ean he ddone
on recommittal.

Hou., A. LOVEKIN: T do not see how we
ean vest the provisions of an Aet of Parlia-
ment in an jinspector.  The amendment re-
quires alteration.

Hon, H. STEWART: T agree that the
amendment had better he made to Clauce 8,
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Hon. £. H. Harris: X had better be left
out altogether.

Hon. H. STEWART: My intention way
to save over-lapping of registration and in-
spection.

The Minister for Education: I am going
to reeommit the registration c¢lause.

Hon, H. STEWART: With the permission
of the Committee I will withdraw the amend-
ment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn,
Clange put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Rill reported with amendments,

Recommittal.

On motion by the Minister for Education,
Bill recommitted for the purpose of further
considering Clauses 5 and 8; Hon. J. Ewing
in the Chair.

Clause 5—Application for registration:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
When the question first arose the objection
taken was that this was plaeing an wndue
hardship upon people who would be eompelled
to pay a fee for registration under a num-
ber of different Acts. The Committes first
struck out the words ‘‘and the fees te be
paid in connection therewith,”’ I now propose
to strike out other words. T move an amend-
ment—

That the words ‘fprescribed fee mnot to
exceed £1'7 be struek out and ‘*a fee of
55"’ be ingerted in lieu,

Amendment put and passed; the elanse, as
amended, agreed to.

Clanse 8—Inspeefors:

Hon. H. STEWART:
ment—

That the following proviso be added:—
““Provided that notwithstanding anything
to the contrary therein contained the pro-
vigions relating to the inspection of fae-
tories under the Shops and Factories Act
1920 and Amendment Act, 1922, and the
Tngpection of Machinery Act, 1922, other
than the provision therein relating to the
regigtration and inspeetion of boilers may
he vested in the inspector of factories
nnder this Act.’’ :

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I move—

That the amendment be amended as fol-
lows:—Strike out ‘‘the provisions relating
to the inspection of factories’’ and insert
it lien ‘‘the powers, obligations, and duties
vested in inspectors’’; and strike out
‘*vegted in the inspector for butter factories
under this Aet’’ and insert in liez ‘‘may
bé carried out or undertaken hy an inspeec-
tor appointed under this Aect.’’

The Minister for Eduecation:
necessity for this.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: No good purpose
can be served by passing the amendment. If,
however, the hon. member made it apply to

T move an amend-

I see no
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all classes of inspectors, T might be iuclined@
to support him.

Hon. H. STEWART: Tt would not be
gensible to provide for all inspectora. We
only want to provide for three. those yho
would ordinarily visit butter factories,

Hon. E. ROSE: The heatth and dairy in-
spector should be onme. Very often the dairy
inspector will give certain instructions, and
the health inspector will come along and give
others, To obviate that sort of thing, there
ghould be an amalgamation of the offices of
inspectors,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: If we say ‘‘shops
and factorics'’ we are including the healih
inspector, becanse the shopa and factories in-
spectors are endowed with the powers and
duties of health inspeetors under Section 14

of the Shops and Pactories Act. Instead of
saying ‘‘health inspector’’ we shonld say
‘‘shops and factories inspector.”’ The

Machinery Tnspection Departinent, too, might
authorise the health inspector to look at an
internal combustion engine in, say, Gnowan-
gerup, It is not long since a pame of glass
was broken in a Government school, leading
to the following reselts: A man was sent
by the Pubiic Works Department to see what
was wanted, and he inspected and reported.
Then a glazier was sent, and he came back
again. What the ultimate cost of replacing
the pane of glass was I do not know. I am
trying to help the Government to reduce the
huge defieit.

The Minister for Education: While sav-
ing five bob on this, the hon. member is pre-
pared to move disailowance of departmental
regulations.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Muech red tape
exists among the Government departments.
The economy effected by sending one im-
spector, as suggested by Mr. Lovekin, would
be just abont ecaten np by correspondence
between the various departments as to alloca-
tion of the inspector’s expenses.

Amendment on the amendment put and
passed.

Amendment, as amended, put and passed.

Hon. A, LOVEEIN: I move a further
amendment—

That ‘‘vested in the inspector for buiter
factories’’ be struck out, and ‘‘may be
carried ont or undertaken by an inspector
appointed under this Act'! be ingerted inm
lieu.

Hon, E, H. HARRIS: If this further
amendment is earried, will it not also be
necessary to make appointments under the
Inspeetion of Machinery Act?

Hon. A. Lovekin: If the Government like
to make such appointments, they can do so.

Further amendment put and passed; the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported, with further amend-
ments.

House adjourned at 8.50 p.m.



